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families of Amiens or for the rich farmers and townspeople
who patronise the school. The lists show us that pupils
are there from places as distant as Valenciennes, Paris,
and Bruges. The mistresses to whom these girls were
entrusted could not be expected at that date to possess
University degrees or diplomas, indeed, they have not
even been selected for special aptitude in teaching or for
similarity of educational views.
It would seem that nowhere can we obtain a more con-
vincing example of the force of the French tradition than
in this moment of reconstruction. Under the leadership
of a Superior who was herself something of a scholar, the
ideas of Madame de Maintenon, of the Ursulines and the
Benedictines, have fused with Mile, de Cassini's brilliant
scientific smattering, Mile. Ducis's refined and poetical taste,
and Madame Baudemont's severe common sense, into a
clear and well-defined programme of which wearefortunate
to possess details.
For on the i9th, 2oth, and 2ist of September, in the
year 1805, the school of the Rue de POratoire held a pro-
longed exhibition at which the drawings, written exercises,
maps, charts, needlework, and embroidery of the pupils
might be examined by the parents, who were also to be
entertained by a " Dialogue of Madame de Maintenon, a
Proverb of St. Cyr, a Lyrical Scene and some interludes
of symphonies and chorus/* These facts we get from a
small book of twenty-eight pages, printed by J. B. Caron,
the elder, printer to the Bishop. The programme contains,
moreover, a plan of the oral examinations to be conducted
on that day, a detailed syllabus of all the subjects studied,
and the questions, or type of questions, that will be put
to the pupils. From it we learn also the names of those
" who have deserved to appear " at this examination (there